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TOURISM — PARKS AND RESERVES 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Environment) [9.04 am]: Today I would like to update the house 
on how the McGowan government is supporting tourism in Western Australia through our world-class network of 
parks and reserves. The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions manages our most precious places, 
significant animals and plants, and many of the iconic landscapes that are used to promote WA to people around 
the world. Underpinning this is the understanding that when people visit and enjoy a park with their families and 
friends, they value the place and want to see it conserved. Although DBCA provides many visitor facilities and 
experiences, most are provided in partnership with the tourism industry. The industry provides valuable experiences 
and accommodation that help more people to visit and enjoy these special areas. The McGowan government 
acknowledges the difficult period that the tourism industry has faced over the last two years and is supporting its 
recovery through a range of relief initiatives. 

I am pleased to advise that new and innovative commercial operations continue to be established across the Swan 
and Canning Rivers, contributing to our vibrant ecotourism industry. There are currently approvals for 71 commercial 
operations across the Swan and Canning Rivers. New or upgraded activities that have recently commenced include 
Swan River Seaplanes, the Matagarup Zip+Climb and The Raft event venue on Perth Water. 

The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority is working with local government authorities on an expansive commercial 
electric scooter rental scheme for tourists and the local community to explore the Swan River foreshore from 
Burswood to Matilda Bay with a low-carbon footprint. Meanwhile, in WA’s parks, unprecedented investments are 
being made in new and refurbished visitor facilities and new mountain biking and walking trails that come with 
new tourism opportunities. The investments will refresh our parks as a cornerstone of WA’s tourism product. Consistent 
with the McGowan government’s Jina: WA Aboriginal tourism action plan 2021–2025, DBCA is working with 
Tourism Western Australia and the Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators Council to facilitate 
Aboriginal tourism in parks. We know that visitors to WA seek these cultural experiences and this represents 
a substantial opportunity. 
With these significant investments and outcomes in parks, WA is well positioned to welcome visitors from around 
the world to appreciate our nature, our landscapes and our cultural heritage. I encourage people to come and enjoy 
the tourism offerings across WA’s parks and reserves. 
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